OBITUARY. 


WILLIAM R. BIRDSALL, M.D. 

Dr. William R. Birdsall was born in Greene, 
Chenango County, this State, in 1852, and gradu¬ 
ated from the University of Michigan in 1876, and 
the College of Physicians and Surgeons, New 
York, in 1877. After studying abroad for several 
years at the principal medical centres, he began 
work in New York as a neurologist. For a time 
he was Chief of Clinic at the College of Physicians' 
and Surgeons, and for several years Professor of 
Nervous and Mental Diseases in the Woman’s 
Medical College. He was President of the New 
York Neurological Society in 1885-6. He was 
Attending Physician to the Manhattan Eye and 
Ear Hospital, the Deaf and Dumb Asylum, and an 
active member of the Academy of Medicine, the 
County Medical, American Neurological, Patho¬ 
logical, Lenox and Geographical Societies. Much 
of his time was given to literary work, and he con¬ 
tributed largely to the medical journals and wrote 
many valuable monographs. For three years he 
was the author of the articles on Diseases of the 
Spinal Cord in “ Sajou’s Annual.” He wrote much 
on the subject of Nuclear Ophthalmoplegia, and 
was one of the first to describe the pathology of 
this disease. A few years ago he prepared for pub¬ 
lication a work on electro-therapeutics, but the fail¬ 
ure of the publishing house interrupted its issue, 
with the result of its remaining in manuscript. It 
was, however, his intention to revise and publish 
the book. He had also prepared for presentation 
at the coming meeting of the American Neurolog¬ 
ical Society a paper upon the Life and Labors of 
Dr. Westphal, with whom he had worked while 
abroad. All his literary efforts were of a superior 
kind, characterized by great care, especially in the 
arrangement of the facts, as well as by a clear 
enunciation of the principles. As an authority on 
the subjects in his special field he had a high rep- 



utation, and he enjoyed a good consulting prac¬ 
tice. Those who knew him could not but admire 
his character, for while by nature endowed with 
rare mental superiority, he was nevertheless of a 
modest retiring disposition. His friends will re¬ 
member him as a well informed and pleasant com¬ 
panion and a thoughtful and conscientious physi¬ 
cian. He has passed away at a time of life when 
the powers of manhood are at their prime and 
when the best work of life is generally being done, 
but not yet accomplished. His health was never 
robust, and it was denied him to labor as others 
could, yet to the extent of his strength he strove 
to aid his race in his day and generation. His 
hand was ever ready, his heart was ever willing 
to take part in any movement that might benefit 
his brothers. All who knew him will mourn his 
loss as that of a personal friend, who by his very 
simplicity of character and honesty of purpose 
endeared himself to all with whom he came into 
relation. Although he had been in failing health 
for some time, he attended to his daily duties until 
about a week before his death, when he was forced 
to remain at home. The end, however, came sooner 
than had been expected, and he died suddenly 
from a pulmonary hemorrhage on June 7th. He 
leaves a widow. A. Freeman. 

Inasmuch as in the death of Dr. William R. Birdsall, the New 
York Neurological Society has lost an active member, whose 
eminent services in our department of medicine has secured for 
him our highest respect, and whose many attractions of char¬ 
acter and personality have awakened our warmest attachment; 
therefore 

Resolved, That we record upon our minutes this expression 
of our great sorrow at his untimely death ; of our appreciation 
of his eminent ability, untiring industry, and scientific accuracy 
and skill; and of our tender regard for the many admirable 
qualities which will endear his memory to us for many years. 

Resolved, That these resolutions be published in the current . 
medical journals, and that a copy be sent, as an expression of 
our sincere sympathy, to the family of our diseased friend. 

M. Allen Starr, M.D., j Committe 

Chas. L. Dana, M.D., 1 of the 

Gr^me M. Hammond, M.D., j Council. 



